Johnny Drummer

The Southside Saturday Night Pianoman

By Michael Frank

ohinyy Dinemaner was born Thessex fohns on

hdarch 1, 1938 in Aljgator, Bississippi, a

small teoam 12 muiles south of Clarksdale i the
hieart of the Delta. There he saw musscians ke
Littlz hdition and Tke Turmer every weekend, and
listemsed to his fhree brothers play bolbow-tox
guitars on boneg summer mighis, leaming all dse
bz, &R and soul semgs of the fime. Soon he
began smging, and at age seven joined the Kelby
Brothers Band in Alligator.

His career as a musizian expanded when be
joined the Ammy and bearned 1o play drumas. [nhis
throe-year army career, ha sat i on dnimes with
bands: that came arousd, homing his skills as &
musbzian. Upon beaving the military in 1959, ha
merved io Chicago, wisere hie began sitting in with
Lovie Lee, Big Walter Horlom, and Carey Bell ai
i bar on the comer mear his bouse. He soon began
plarving droms in Lovie's hand, and later mowed
on o play with guitariet Eddie Eing.

I 1962 he cut a record for Womnderful
Reconds, which featured Eddie Eings, Willse
Black, Roy Johnson, Wille "Big Eves” Smith and
Ois Spann In 1965 he got the chance to play
with BB King at a club when BE's dnunmer
faibed to show up for the gig. In 1966 he werd to
see Muddy Waters, and was asked o sif inon
hags. He was kter ssked to tour with bduddy, o
declmed his offer, umeasy at the prospect of lifie

"Drummer's suave vocal, front
arnd center, are rich and full of
character.."- Blues Revue

an the road. He staried his band snd gained local
tiodoriety in the late 19960 a8 the leader of o Tamd
hired by touring soul blues ants passing throwgh
Chicago. In the 19608 he taught limself to play
the edectronic key- board and o makes this his
primary instrumen

In recent years fohnny has released three
albums for the Earwig husic labal. He performs
regudarly at Chicago venues, in addition to
performing internationally ai festivals and blues
clubs, including acclaimed performances at the
Chicago Blues Festival, Pocono Bhees Festival,
University of Nlinois Bhees Festival, and several
others in the U8, Canada, and Evrope.

wiwl johmmydrnummermusic. com  Johnny
Drummer TT3-331-BEER

booking agent - hichae] Frank,
earwigmusiciiaol. com

Partlal Discagraphy

It's So Mice, Unlesded Blhees, and Rockin
in the Juke Joint - Earwig Music Company

Whar ix the Soul of a Man?
1 think the soul of & man is someonss that
his weork masic or what ever craft fhat he bwves.
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" Drummer has managed a dis-
tinctive sound in a sound-alike
idiom... " - Living Blues

Bt Bonl singer everl

Jackie Wilson; he had the most powerful
virice, he could dance, e abyays puts on a
good show

Best Soul Kinger allve today?
Jamas Browm,, | think his record speaks for
it slf.

Best place o hear Soul Music Gve?
Lee's Unleaded Blues Chicago, people come
from all pans of the world, good blues, no

cover charge.

Koarl Onieen? Wy ?
Aretha Frankling she can sing and plays
TG Pifw.

Rt sonl Song ever wrltten or recorded ?

Charles Brown's "Merry Chrisimasz ™ Who?
It has boen around a bong time and they is siill
playing it

Bewt Soul Faad?
Catfish or barbeque, collard greens, sweet
candy yams, with spaghetti

Miss Peaches,

Ll Secotty, Johnny
Drummer kesping
werm el Ihe

Soul Queen




